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KA1TMY CHAVEZ 


HAMMY CHAVEZ, of lawful age* being first duly sworn upon oath, 
deposes and states: 

1- My name Is Manny Chavez. I am vice President of Motion 
Picture and TV Production for AQF/Alfcert G- Ruben and the Walt 
Disney Studios. 

2. In that capacity, I am a Safety consultant for all fiLo 
and television productions at Walt Disney, Touchstone, and 
Mollyvoad Pictures. Hy responsibilities are to assure that all of 
our productions are compliant with governmental health and safety 
lavs, regulations ahd industry-wide safety standards. This 
involves the implementation of a safety program that requires our 
employees to be trained and informed of all potential hazards in 
the workplace. 

\ 3. As a Safety Consultant, I overceo all safety 

having to do with the naming of motion pictures, with special 
emphasis on productions which require stunts, special effects, 
aerial operations, and any productions which may expose the studio 
to a health, safety and environmental risk- These duties include 
but are not limited to: the inspection cf equipment, Tigs,, sets, 
props and special effects and stunt sequences, the coordination and 
aocuaentation cf safety nestings and rehearsals for all cast and 
crew, and assuring that proper personal protective equipment and 
emergency star,day personnel are available when required. 
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EXHIBIT "A" 



4. I have reviewed the police investigative file ap<3 
photographs relating to the death of 6wen Hart in. Kansas city on 
May 23, 1999. I have also reviewed the deposition testiaony of rer. 
Edvard Kauffman of the V7WT. 

5. It is ay opinion that the World Wrestling Federation 
departed from entertainment industry standards in not having safety 
policies and personnel in place at the time of Mr* Kart's death. 
Standards across the board in the entertainment industry as of May 
of 1999, including in motion pictures, television, theme packs, and 
live performances required, that appropriate safety standards and 
personnel be in place. The World Wrestling Federation (WWF) 
clearly violated this standard by not having safety policies or 
personnel in place at the time of Hr. Hart's death- This is also 
baBed in part on federal and state OSHA standards that mandate a 
written safety program, 

6. In my opinion the failure to have such policies and 
personnel in place constituted a conscious disregard for the safety 
and well-being of "their performers cm the part of the WWF. 

7. The fact that the WT instituted a stunt/safety officer 
position after Mr. Hart’s death is further proof and acknowledgment 
of th<Stir negligence in not doing so earlier, and also demonstrates 
the feasibility of their having this position in place previously. 

a. In my experiences on productions which require the flying 
and rigging of performers, it is an industry practice to assure 
that all rigging components (e.g. harnesses, wire rope, ropej 
shackles, eye-bolts, turnbuckles, carablners, slings, sheaves, 
chain etc.) meets ANSI {American national Standards Institute) or 
equivalent osea fall protection standards. 

9- The snap shackle used for tha stunt vas not manufactured 
in accordance with any approved standard and vas being uded outside 
the scope of its intended use. The mere fact that this rigging had 
a quick release line is an obvious safety consideration, 
particularly when the perforoor is working at hcigtits of nearly 6a 
A locking carabiner is safer, and does nor have the 
potential of an accidental release. It also has the ability to 
release quickly when the lock is removed. A secondary safety line 
could have also been used, or even a repelling rig would have 
accomplished the task in a safe manner. 

10. Experience, training and the ability to recognize and 
select the proper rigging equipment: and techniques Is absolutely a 
rcuruir ament lor this type of performance, and employers ur« 
mandated by lav to assure that those steps are taken to assure the 
health and safety of tneir employees. 
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BKXBH KHYJT, of lawful age, being first duly awom upon oath, 
deposes and Eta tee z 

1 . My nase is Brian Bj#yj. I Vork as o stunt coordinator 

within the entertainment industry. 

2. Ky specialty in the stunt industry involves arid descents 
and repelling, and in particular setting up and assuring safe 
equipment and rigging for such stunts. 

3. In the film industry, 1 have dono stunt work for films 
including •Gladiators,■ "The Cradle Will Hock," "O.S. Marshals," 
"Species IX,■ "Conspiracy Theory," and “True Lies.* 

4. I os the only stunt man in the United States certified to 
rig and repel from a helicopter over Manhattan by the Federal 

Aviation AdJiinistration (fAA) • X parfoiaed Uiiii stunt £ar the 

movie "Conepiracy Theory.■ 

5. I also hold tho world record for the longest and fastest 
indoor rtjpel, which took place at the World Trade cantor and 
involved going from the 108th floor to the bacenent level number 4. 
This was a demonstration performed at the request of and in. 
coordination with tha Hav York and Kev Jersey Pert Authority for 
polieo rescue training. 


IXHIBIT M B" 




6. In the TV industry, I nave served for several years as 
stunt coordinator for the "Saturday Bight hive* television show., 
m that capacity, I have personally pet up and been responsible for 
stunt js Involving various guost chare, Including Bill Hurray, 
Gvynxuath Paltxov, Alec Baldwin, Jennifer Love Hewitt, David 
Ducbovny, Greg Kennar, Sting, Pamela Lee Anderson, Hike liyera, 
Chovy Chase, Tdka Ranks, Sylvester Stallone, and Elle HcPbaroon. 

7. In sty capacity aa stunt coordinator for "Saturday Bight 
Liva,« several months ago X vac responsible for the stunt 
coordination and riggings for a show involving guest stars from tho 
WKF, including "The Rock," "Triple H, * and "Mankind, ** Vlace 
HcMaban and hio eon, Shawn MdKahon cane along with an entourage, 
and were present observing backutage for much of the rehearsal and 
performances * Vince KcSahon asked me questions about the stunts 
and seemed very personally involved in approving the equipment 
which hia performers would be using in these stunto. 

8. I have reviewed considerable material in this case 
including all of the police report documents, photographs, and 
numerous depositions. 

3, I also traveled to Kansas City, Missouri in August of 1959 
to personally observe the rigging and costume uce fear Owen Hart's 
Kay 23, 3.993 fatal stunt* X also visited the Ecnper Arena 

including the catwalk area where owen Hart was situated at the time 
of hi» fatal fall. 

10. As a recruit of my work in this case, and bused on ary 
background and credentials in the field, it is xty opinion that the 
World Wrestling Federation (WWF) grossly departed from accepted 
standards in the entertainment industry in providing Hr- Hart with 
deficient rigging personnel and equipment to perform thin stunt. 

11- In my opinion, the wwf*o departures from the standard of 
caxe are numerous, outrageous, and egregious, and demonstrate a 
rockless indifference for and conscious disregard of oven Hart’s 
life and safety. 

12. I had never heard of the rigger Bobby Talbert prior ta 
reviewing this case. In reviewing this case I have learned that he 
had bean employed at the time with the universal Stunt show in 
Orlando, Florida. In the stunt industry, people employed at the 
Universal stunt Show are known to be the "bottom of the barrel" 
people in tha Industry. They sake about $3 0.00 par show. In my 
opinion it was outrageously negligent for the WWF to employ a 
person with this inadequate background and no feature filar or TV 
expuricnce to have boon responsible for Kr. Hart's rigging. There 
is no question that they could have afforded to hire qualified and 
experienced people in the stunt industry, and. in fact, did prior to 
this stunt. They were grossly n»igligent in not having procedures 



ami personnel in plane to adequately check Mr. Talbert" d 
crTedtf ntia 1 s. 


13 *. The rigging syetojn used lor Kr. Hart wqo totally 
inadequate in several respvct*. First, it did not involvu a backup 
or safety line, which it definitely should have had. Much of tb« 
rigging inadequate, including the fact that tb* "span net a" 

vem wem out, and by maritLngG it was obvious that ouch of the 
rigging had previously been used for industrial purpo?sr* r which 
would render it inappropriatei for human use. These factors 
demonstrate that the riggers irrvolvi^d. were not knowledgeable 
generally about safety ctandard« ia the stunt industry or about 
Q50A, assi, or KFPA standards. 

14. IT was totally inappropriate and outrageously reckless to 
usq a a nap Shackle or quick release In this rigging. In an ariel 
do scent of thin type only lockixuj oarobincre should be used. A 
quick, release is meant to release quickly when loaded, and con 
release with os little as 8-1/2 pounds of pressure on the release 
plunger- It «* also groecly negligent not to use a back-up safety 
line. By it® very nature a quick release is subject to releasing 
quickly at any moment. 

15. It is my opinion that the vrtfF management, including Vince 
KcKahon, knew or should have known that there was a high 
probability that their action in using inadequate equipment and an 
unqualified stunt rigger Would lead to a high probability that Mr. 
Kart would be injured. It is apparent from Mr* Joe Branaai , s 
statement they were specifically advised by Mr. 3ranaa of this 
potential danger, and found sox eon a who would use the soap shackle 
They dftcired anyway. This io outrageous and egregious conduct 
which demonstrates a complete indifference to and concciour, 
disregard for the safety of the performer oven Hart. 

16. In my opinion the nogligencw of the WWF was flagrant in 
nature, and certainly caused Hr. Hart's death. 
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1- hy ceuMi ie Garry foy- I have been wspioyod in thm *tunt 
industry specialising in ■flying* affects for ths past 17 yearn. 

2. I have created flying effeata for the tausiaal "petor Pam,," 

including swrfciag for 2-1/2 yoaro vith sandy Duncan in th« staging 
role. I haVfe also rigg»d flying stunts for Danny Kaye, John 
Daviiiftft, jcanoy Travis, Acadewy Awards, P«o Henuui, ataong 

othsrs» 

3. i have agreed to serve as an eifport witness ' for the 
Plaintiffs in the Kart family*a casu against; the World W rectiing 
raderration arising OUt of Kr. Hart’s death during a live Pay^-Far- 
Vifetf event on Kay 23, 1999 * 

\ 4. In that capacity, I have reviewed. the polloe inveotigative 

file and photograph* reLating to Mr. Hart’s death, and 2 have cow 
to Poncas city to pcnponally review all of the rigging and 
Ovuttusaing ut*iad far Mr. Hart’a cfcunt, ac veil a« viewed the fjo-mpar 
Arena. Offt atnmt occurred. 

5. Bared on my experience and ay Knowledge of the facts in 
this case, it is ny opinion that tha wp was groacly negligent. in 
?•>«» design and performance of Mr. Hart’s tsea 1 stunt. 

Tin* rigging n^t up used by the VSF for Owen ’ l strut aesjt 
definitely did not aaat industry standards in sovaral significant 

re&pects. 
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7. TfcA Gfi&p shack!* vac a totally inappropriate device for 
use In tkie stunt. Xt ia intended by it* vary nature to fail, i.s, 
teleas*. Ha one in fehdir right aind vould euapend a runnon being 
Iron the top of ah arena with this typo of equipment, knowing that 
it ia afiKignod to rale^e quickly and open, 

8. a stunt of this type ehouid uoe at least two separate 
virec, for r&fondancy* the ayctoa should ho deigned so that it 

cannot be iaadvertontly triggered, a* occurxT*d hare - 

9. Purthontore, the Way the rigging vaa eu*r up with tha pull 
ring to. operate tlja snap chagkle being taped to Kr. Hart's ipandex 
obetuae, si^ly the weight of hia body when suspended and/or tiiu 
efrsit zovosont ife braathing or adjusting hie costuan vould 
inevitably cause the reloads to bo triggered. Thera is only about 
eight and oat-Mlf pounds (ei lb*.) of pull and a tiny travel of 
approxluwtaiy ono-eiictoonth cl an inch (1/16") reguired to reload 
this quick r*lease. 

10. Fturchartsoro, the fact that Kr. Hart 1 * ocstuicing Involved 
a cap* which v*s tied around bic nsbk and over the rigging line 
veiild in and of itself have pulled up on the relea^ta pin and caused 
the snap efcacki* to ralasufu, corplotoly independent At any action 
err pull on the lknyard. Furtherpore, it vas h horrible ©intake to 
have thw rigging Black when Kr. Hart's coflttiltoirtg waa put on and 
adjuctaa. 


11. m ay opinion the groi»* negligence of the VWP in 

up this stunt viola tea enturt a inrent industry standards aad 
uatountoJ to ‘ recki a ssr.es*. 

12. I had iwvar before b«anj ot a rigger naaed Bobby Talbert. 
It is oo®pl€t*ly obvious froa his work in this Cane that ho wa not 
-Brain*** or quailriec to xlg 4 Stunt Of this nature. 

IS. By lining inappropriate equipment and parconjlOl the World 
Wro*tliivj ?*4«aticn (WFJ aaioritratrl o cenpl«t« irrfiffprauee to 
the «4f*ty of their parrorsers, and created a high degree of 
probability that Kr. Hart vould not *Uar<ivc. -the purforaanm or ttic 
stunt. 
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